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Writing Y our First Play provides the beginning playwright with the tools and
motivation to tell a story through dramatic form. Based in a series of exercises
which gradually grow more complex, the books hel ps the reader to understand
the basic elements of drama, conflict, and action. The exercises help the reader to
become increasingly sophisticated in the use of dramatic formats, turning simple
ideasinto aviable play.

Topicsinclude:

therole of action in drama;

developing action and conflict to reveal character;
writing powerful and persuasive dialog;

writing from personal experience:pros and cons;
how to begin the story and develop the storyline.

This new edition is thoroughly updated and contains new examples based on
contemporary plays. The author has added additional writing exercises and a new
student-written one act play. It also contains a new chapter on how to sell your
play onceit iswritten.

With examples based on student work, this text both inspires and educates the
student and fledgling playwright, providing solid tools and techniques for the
craft of writing adrama.

Roger A. Hall, a professor of theatre at James Madison University, had taught
playwriting for nearly 20 years. Many of his students have gone on to write for
theatre, television, and the screen. He has written numerous plays and articles
and has acted and directed extensively in the theatre.
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Writing Y our First Play provides the beginning playwright with the tools and motivation to tell a story
through dramatic form. Based in a series of exercises which gradually grow more complex, the books helps
the reader to understand the basic e ements of drama, conflict, and action. The exercises help the reader to
become increasingly sophisticated in the use of dramatic formats, turning ssmple ideas into aviable play.

Topicsinclude:

the role of action in drama;

developing action and conflict to reveal character;
writing powerful and persuasive dialog;

writing from personal experience:pros and cons;
how to begin the story and develop the storyline.

This new edition is thoroughly updated and contains new examples based on contemporary plays. The author
has added additional writing exercises and a new student-written one act play. It also contains a new chapter
on how to sell your play once it iswritten.

With examples based on student work, this text both inspires and educates the student and fledgling
playwright, providing solid tools and techniques for the craft of writing a drama.

Roger A. Hall, aprofessor of theatre at James Madison University, had taught playwriting for nearly 20
years. Many of his students have gone on to write for theatre, television, and the screen. He has written
numerous plays and articles and has acted and directed extensively in the theatre.
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Editorial Review

Review
this text provides a step by step process for playwrighting addressing all cricial areasin an accessible manner
(Cynthia Austin, Southern Virginia College).

From the Publisher

Topicsinclude: the role of action in drama; devel oping action and conflict to reveal character; writing
powerful and persuasive dialog; writing from personal experience; how to begin the story and develop the
storyline. This new edition is thoroughly updated and contains new examples based on contemporary plays.
The author has added additional writing exercises and a new student-written one act play. It a'so contains a
new chapter on how to sell your play once it iswritten. With examples based on student work, this text both
inspires and educates the student and fledgling playwright, providing solid tools and techniques for the craft
of writing adrama.

From the Back Cover

The second edition of Writing Y our First Play provides the beginning playwright with the tools and
motivation to tell a story through dramatic form. Based on many years of teaching experience, this book
breaks the action, dialogue, characters and conflict into separate exercises that lead naturally from one to
another and become increasingly more sophisticated. Before the reader has redlized it, ssmple ideas have
taken on the shape of a play. Topics include understanding the role action plays in drama; developing action
and conflict to reveal character; writing powerful and persuasive dialogue; writing from persona experience,
and how it can be both enriching and dangerous; and knowing where to start the story and what details help
to develop the storyline.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
Gabrielle Oneal:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge to make
these people keep up with the erathat is certainly always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by looking at books. It is agood choice for you personaly but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Writing Y our First Play is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in
thisera.

Carol Ray:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book and so. There are alot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading areserve will give you alot of
new info. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways
to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this



Writing Y our First Play, you may tells your family, friends and also soon about yours publication. Y our
knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Anita Rhodes:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get alot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Books can also inspire alot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they aso doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them
isthis Writing Y our First Play.

Randal Gore:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book
entitled Writing Y our First Play your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and
every aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every single word
written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get
previousto. The Writing Y our First Play giving you yet another experience more than blown away your head
but also giving you useful info for your better life in this particular era. So now let us explain to you the
relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like
winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?
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